
Specialists Look at Agriculture as a Tool for Rural Development 

Proceedings Released 

 

Arlington, VA (April 23, 2003) More than 100 opportunities and recommendations for utilizing agriculture 

as a tool for rural development were released today as part of proceedings from a workshop convened by 

the Henry A. Wallace Center for Agricultural & Environmental Policy at Winrock International and the 

U.S. Department of Agriculture's National Rural Development Partnership (NRDP). Participants from 

across the country developed ideas and recommendations that range from improved collaboration and 

coordination, to financing, technical assistance, and marketing. 

 

"We are excited about the recommendations that came out of this workshop," said Kate Clancy, Director of 

the Wallace Center. "Although participants identified numerous barriers and challenges, many 

opportunities and ideas for overcoming them were put forward. They warrant attention by our public and 

private policy makers, and it is our hope that rural and agricultural development practitioners will find new 

ideas here that can augment and improve their programs." 

 

The 40-page workshop proceedings include agricultural and rural topics addressed by the workshop's four 

speakers, including: (1) sustainable agriculture and rural development; (2) rural schools; (3) 

entrepreneurship and agriculture; and (4) community-led entrepreneurial development. The second half of 

the proceedings contains a complete list of the issues and barriers in utilizing agriculture as a tool for rural 

development, and the recommendations grouped into 11 issues areas, as identified by the participants. 

 

Dr. David Sears, Director of the National Partnership Office of the NRDP, said this workshop "raised 

important issues and produced thoughtful recommendations. These recommendations, if implemented, will 

contribute to a more effective rural development policy. Integrating agriculture into a broader rural 

development strategy can only lead to stronger, more vibrant rural communities." 

 

Over 40 rural and agricultural development practitioners from across the country took part in the one-day 

workshop held in August 2002 in French Lick, Indiana. The workshop dealt with the historic division 

between rural development and food and farming issues. Although a number of innovative projects across 

the country have been successful in the last decade in adding value to farm commodities, expanding local 

and regional markets, and increasing farmers' incomes, rural development programs have paid scant 

attention to agriculture because it is not perceived as a viable engine of growth. The Wallace Center and the 

NRDP felt it was timely and useful to invite rural development specialists to discuss barriers and 

opportunities in supporting agricultural activities as an intentional rural development strategy. 

 

Funding for the workshop was provided by the Rural Development Program of the National Research 

Initiative at the USDA Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service, the Farm 

Foundation, and the Wallace Genetic Foundation. 

 

"Agriculture as a Tool for Rural Development: Workshop Proceedings" is available electronically at 

www.winrock.org/wallace. Printed reports are available from the Wallace Center, 1621 N. Kent Street, 

Suite 1200, Arlington, VA 22209-2134; (703) 525-9430 ext. 675; wallacecenter@winrock.org. 

 

The Henry A. Wallace Center for Agricultural & Environmental Policy at Winrock International uses its 

expertise in research, policy analysis, and development to foster sustainable and equitable agricultural and 

food systems. Winrock International is a nonprofit organization that works with people in the United States 

and around the world to increase economic opportunity, sustain natural resources, and protect the 

environment. 


